
An Overview of the Civil Air Patrol
United States Air Force Auxiliary

Citizens Serving Communities
1st Lt Ernest Schirmer

Pennsylvania Wing
eschirmer@ieee.org

February 9, 2022



Part 1: The Vision
Part 2: The Problem
Part 3: The Solution
Part 4: CAP Evolves
Part 5: Today’s CAP
Part 6: Today’s Missions
Part 7: CAP’s future is you
Part 8: To Learn More

Agenda

Civil Air Patrol 



Part 1: The Vision

 Gill Rob Wilson
 WWI pilot and NJ Director of Aeronautics
 1936 – flies to Germany on the Hindenburg
 Tours Germany and is convinced it is gearing up for war
 Wilson and others envision a US civilian aviation defense force
 November 1941 – Civil Air Defense Services (CADS) is established at the 

request of Fiorello LaGuardia, director of the federal Office of Civilian 
Defense and mayor of NYC.

 December 1, 1941 – President Roosevelt signs Executive Order 
establishing the all volunteer Civil Air Patrol (CAP) under the Office of 
Civil Defense

 December 8, 1941 – CAP announced to the public; recruiting begins
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Rego Park, Queens, New York City 
apartment building basement air 

raid warden  station (1942)



Part 2: The Problem

 German U-boats
 January 13, 1942 – German U-

boats authorized to attack 
shipping along the east coast of 
the United States and in the Gulf 
of Mexico

 January to August 1942 – U-boats 
sink 22 tankers and 233 merchant 
ships

 5,000 killed
 U-boats transport saboteurs to 

New Jersey, Long Island, North 
Carolina, Florida
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Part 3: The Solution
 February 28, 1942 - First patrol base 

established at Bader Field, Atlantic City, NJ
 Between March 5, 1942 and August 31, 1943:

 86,865 missions flown
 24,000,000 miles flown
 244,600 flight hours
 173 U-boats sighted and reported
 57 depth charge or bomb attacks
 2 U-boats may have been sunk or damaged
 91 ships in distress reported
 17 floating mines reported
 363 survivors of U-boat attacks reported

 90 CAP aircraft were lost
 26 CAP pilots died
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Col. Charles Compton
1916 - 2020
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Barbara Hinebaugh
receives Congressional 
Gold Medal at age 99 

in 2019



Part 3: The Solution
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Twin sister Lt. Cols. 
Eleanor Baker
and  Evelyn Lundstrom-
Weiss have been active in 
CAP for nearly seven 
decades (2018).



Part 3: The Solution

Civil Air Patrol 

Willa Brown was born in Glasgow, 
Kentucky, in 1906 to a biracial 
family with a Native American 
mother and an African American 
father. She majored in commerce 
and business at Indiana State 
University.

Lt. Brown became the first 
African American officer in the 
Civil Air Patrol.



Part 3: The Solution

Civil Air Patrol 

A fitting tribute to the CAP of  World War II was a 
statement made by a former German U‐boat commander.  
Sometime after the war, an American military officer 
interviewed the ex‐U‐boat commander and asked him why 
U‐boat attacks stopped along the east coast of  the United 
States.  

His answer was “because of  those damned little red and 
yellow planes.” 



Part 4: CAP Evolves
 October 1, 1942 – CAP cadet program established for boys and girls 15 to 

18 years old
 April 29, 1943 – CAP transferred to the Department of War
 July 1, 1946 – President Truman signs Public Law 79-146 incorporating the 

CAP
 September 18, 1947 – Army Air Corp becomes the U.S. Air Force
 May 26, 1948 – President Truman signs Public Law 80-557 establishing CAP 

as a civilian unit of the U.S. Air Force
 May 30, 2014 – President Obama signs legislation awarding the 

Congressional Gold Medal to the approximately 200,000 WWII CAP 
members

 April 28, 2015 – CAP officially becomes part of the U.S. Air Force’s Total 
Force joining the regular, guard and reserve forces. 
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Part 5: Today’s CAP

Civil Air Patrol 

• Vision Statement
Building the nation's finest force of  citizen volunteers performing Missions for 
America.

• Mission Statement 
Supporting America's communities with emergency response, diverse aviation 
and ground services, youth development, and promotion of  air, space and cyber 
power.

• Core Values
Integrity, Volunteer Service, Excellence, Respect 

• Motto
Semper Vigilans (Always Vigilant)
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The Air Force Rescue  
Coordination Center 
(AFRCC) at Langley AFB 
(VA) coordinates all 
inland Search And 
Rescue (SAR) activities in 
the lower 48 states. 

In most situations, the 
SAR operation is 
conducted by CAP.

CAP is averages 80 
“saves” annually.
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Part 7: CAP and You

Civil Air Patrol 

• Membership is open to all: pilots and non-pilots
• CAP has a role for you based on your personal interests 
• Cadet members are eligible to join CAP between 12 and 18 years of  age

• Cadets must terminate their cadet membership or become Senior members 
upon reaching their 22nd birthday

• Students in the sixth grade at a school with a CAP program may join 
regardless of  age upon entering the sixth grade

• Senior members must be 18 years of  age or older (no upper limit)
• Background check and training required to interact with cadets
• Progress at your own pace - no specific time commitment

• Members meeting Air Force grooming standards may wear the CAP USAF-style  
uniform

• Members may also wear the authorized Corporate-style and civilian CAP 
uniforms
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Examples of  Corporate-style Alternative Uniforms 
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COTU Publishing
Reston, Virginia
ISBN: 0-9644740-1-8
1997
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Random House
New York, New York
ASIN: B0006BP40Y (Amazon)
1966
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Duell, Sloan And Pearce
New York, New York
AFD: 120112-022 (1948)
1988 (revised and reprinted)
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Thiel Press
Washington, DC
ISBN: 0-9976605-2-X
2016
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Create Space Independent Publishing
Amazon Direct Publishing
ISBN: 1-5003330-9-3
2014 (6th Edition)
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Air University Press
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama
ISBN: 978-1-58566-305-7
2020



Thanks you for your interest in the
U.S. Air Force Civil Air Patrol

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/ 
https://ner.cap.gov/

https://njwg.cap.gov/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_Air_Patrol

1st Lt Ernest Schirmer, Pennsylvania Wing, eschirmer@ieee.org


